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Read: Exodus 17:8-13; Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2; Luke 18:1-8 

   So I get to work with a lot of different couples, pre-married, married couples 

and I love it. I was talking with this one husband and wife once and they were 

describing the first fight they ever had and then the resolution to it. What 

happened was the husband was a computer programmer, a gamer, and so he’s on 

his computer a lot, he has a lot of screen time, and his wife comes home one day 

and she’s talking to him, but he doesn’t pull his attention away from the 

computer he’s at. And he says no no no, I’m listening, that’s great honey. He said I 

was completely listening to every word she was saying. I was on my computer, 

and I was playing my game, but I was completely listening to every word. I was 

paying attention to her. And I’m like sure you were, go on. And at one point she 

says I was talking, and he got up and just walked into the kitchen, so I stopped 

talking. And from the kitchen he’s like what? I’m still listening and then he just 

walked outside, and she was upset, and he was surprised that she was upset. And 

that led to the first great big fight of their marriage. And it was awesome, why? 

Because after their fight they realized you know we need to make a decision here 

and the decision they made was the wife said when I come home, I need at least 

fifteen minutes minimum of your eyeball time. Like minimum fifteen minutes 

eyeball time then we’re gonna be good. Pause it, log off, whatever. I need to see 

your eyeballs and your eyeballs need to be seeing my eyeballs. Why? Because 

without that kinda built in reminder every single day you forget. And it’s 

surprising how easy it is to forget why you love each other. Why it is you said yes 

to each other in the first place. And if that basic simple thing is true in a marriage, 

simple communication, stopping whatever else you’re doing, is that not even 

more true in our relationship with the Lord? Because when we keep going, be it in 

marriage, be it our relationship with God, thinking that our initial yes that we gave 

a long time ago is gonna be enough, we’re kidding ourselves. We’re doomed 

because we’ve forgotten the why. Why we’re living this life. Why we hold on 

when it gets rough. So it’s a simple thing but we need reminders, we need that 

eyeball time. It’s true in a marriage, it’s true in our relationship with God. Because 

that wife was saying something more to her husband than I want fifteen minutes 

of your attention. She was saying I want you to remember who I am to you. And 

God says that to us as well. I want you to remember who I am to you because 



there will be things in your life that happen. Things that you need to engage in 

and deal with and get through and that first yes you gave a long time ago isn’t 

gonna be enough. So God says I need eyeball time with you every single day. 

Which is a way of course just to say we need time in prayer with our Lord where 

we stop other things, and we go, and we be with Him so that we remember. 

Prime example, our first reading today is from the Book of Exodus. At this point, 

the Israelites they just crossed the Red Sea, the army that’s pursuing them from 

Egypt has been crushed beneath the water, and so the Israelites (God’s people) 

are now experiencing freedom for the first time in centuries and centuries and 

centuries and they’re saying God is good. He has proven His love for His people 

and now there’s nothing standing between us and the promised land except the 

journey. And that’s when our first reading starts. It says in those days Amalek 

came and waged war against Israel. So out of nowhere this army comes to pick a 

fight, this obstacle gets in their way. And remember Israel is not an army they 

were slaves. They’re traveling with women and children and the elderly; they 

have no weapons. And now they’re facing something that could very well be their 

end and annihilate them. And what are they told to do by God? God says to them 

through Joshua, go out and engage Amalek in battle. Engage them. Deal with it. 

Don’t run away, don’t be idle because what else is there to do? They could try to 

turn around, go back to Egypt and be slaves again. They could stand there idly and 

wait to be overwhelmed and beaten. And I’ll say this is the point in people’s own 

lives where people will come and talk to a priest. And when they do they say what 

do I do? What do I do here? I was doing fine and this thing this obstacle came out 

of nowhere. How do I battle this? I don’t have the weapons to fight. And I’ll say 

these moments in life when Amalek’s army comes down to face us and overtake 

us, when that happens our first yes to God isn’t gonna be enough to sustain us. So 

we better have had plenty of eyeball time, plenty of yeses to the Lord so that we 

remember who He is. That He is a God of faithfulness and He’s asking you to be a 

participant now in the battle. I know there are people in this church right now and 

you are walking, and you have no idea where the roads going. You have to make 

decisions coming up soon and you have no idea and you’re asking where is the 

Lord leading me? Don’t be passive, don’t do nothing. Be engaged because you’re 

an active participant in what God is doing. And that’s why Jesus can say in the 

gospel today, He reminds the people to pray unceasingly without becoming 

weary. You ever had to pray when you have no idea what was coming next? 



Asking how was this gonna be resolved? You ever have to pray when you’re like 

oh my goodness I have no idea how God is gonna do what He’s supposed to do in 

this situation. And you know what that’s called? It’s called having faith. That’s 

what were supposed to have every day as Christians. Saying yes to God when you 

have no idea where He’s leading you. That’s a prayer of faith and trust because 

isn’t it crazy when you’re facing uncertainty or suffering when you have to wait on 

God, when you don’t know where you’re being led, it’s so easy to forget 

everything you know about God. It’s like it just falls right outta our heads. 

Everything we’ve been told, everything we’ve believed now all of a sudden we 

struggle with. We question it. When you’re waiting in the valley of death, when 

you have to wait in suffering that’s the hardest time to remember who God really 

is. And that’s why God is pleading with you and I the same way that wife was 

pleading with her husband. I want your attention. Eyeball to eyeball every single 

day because I want, and I need you to remember who I am. Who I am to you 

because it’s so easy to forget. It’s so easy to forget when you’re going through it. 

God is saying those circumstances change, I don’t change, and I want you to see 

that and remember that. Remember who I am. Jesus says here pray always 

without becoming weary. He says in another translation pray always without 

losing heart, without losing heart. To keep saying yes without losing heart. Why? 

Jesus says because this patient perseverance and prayer, eyeball to eyeball, is 

going to do something incredible in you. He says I will show actually there is 

something incredible happening in you that could not be done without this thing 

that you have to persevere through. It has to happen. And that’s why St James 

will say at the beginning of his letter in the Bible, he says consider it all joy when 

you encounter various trials. And you’re like thank you James, let’s read on. James 

says consider it all joy when you face various trials – why? You know the testing of 

your faith produces perseverance. So if you don’t want deep faith, if you don’t 

want any depth hey listen avoid all problems, avoid all trials, run away from 

Amalek’s army. But St James says rejoice because listen every time you come up 

against a trial and you don’t run away, that produces perseverance. What does 

that do? James says and let perseverance be perfect so you may be perfect and 

complete and lacking in nothing. See God’s vision for your life is bigger than your 

vision for your life. God’s vision for my life is so much bigger than my vision for my 

life and that’s why He says here listen I’m gonna need you to walk through those 

times of not knowing, of seemingly overwhelming odds and as you do you just 



need to remember who I am. We need to be locked in. We need to be looking at 

each other in prayer so that you can keep saying yes to me every day. Cause I’m 

gonna do something in that shadow, I’m gonna do something in that valley of 

your life that could not be done, that could not be done on the mountain top. So 

just keep saying yes to God. And I know it’s hard to keep saying yes because life is 

hard because we find ourselves in circumstances we would rather avoid. We find 

ourselves in relationships we wish would be better. We may be in a season of life 

we wish was over and that’s why faith is hard. Why? Because at every one of 

those levels God is saying not let me take this from you but let me enter into it 

with you. In every changing circumstance God is saying say yes to me there. In 

every one of those relationships belong to Me. And every one of those seasons 

you want to be over, don’t give up, remember who I am. Remember who I am. 

Who is He? As your walking through the valley of the shadow of death God is 

saying remember who I am even when things seem like they’re never gonna get 

better. Remember who I am. Did you know God tells us who He is? He does in 

Exodus 34. It’s the second book of the Bible. God talks to us about Himself. He 

actually reveals something about who He is. He’s describing himself to Moses and 

He says I need you to know who I am. A merciful and gracious God. I’m slow to 

anger, I’m rich in kindness and fidelity. Continuing my kindness for a thousand 

generations and forgiving wickedness and crime and sin yet not declaring the 

guilty guiltless. So God’s saying this is who I am. And what I just read there is 

expressed in some way over 400 times in the Bible. He keeps saying it; remember 

who I am. Remember who I am. And this is the last thing, I know that some of you 

are in the midst of something right now where it’s hard to say yes because it’s 

hard to remember and God is doing something in your life you don’t want Him to 

do. He’s telling you to engage in the battle and you’re asking is there some other 

way? Here’s the thing, what is to be accomplished in you through what you’re 

going through right now could not happen without this thing that you’re going 

through right now. And He doesn’t want you to be passive in that, He wants you 

to engage the battle. But always remember as well that He will sustain you in the 

battle. Remember who I am. How do we do that? By letting me look at you as you 

look at me everyday in prayer. By stopping what you are doing and coming to me 

so you can remember why you said yes to me in the first place. Why you’re going 

through this, why you’re enduring it so that you can see me for who I am cause 

it’s so easy to forget. And it’s so hard to remember if we don’t give each other 



eyeball time. Cause I know, I know we wanna know how the story ends. We 

wanna know how the battle turns out. You’ve said yes and you’re walking this 

path and you wanna know. But you can’t know. You can’t know as you walk 

forward because that’s what faith is. You’ve gotta trust the person you’ve said yes 

to. You need to remember why you fell in love with Him in the first place. So this 

week whatever is going on in your life, whatever battle the Lord has asked you to 

be engaged in, spend time with Him eye to eye in prayer and remember. 

Remember who He is. He’s asking you to have faith that He is doing something 

right now in that valley that He could not do for you on the mountain top.  

Amen 


